
Bethel Christian Reformed Church 

August 23, 2026 
 

Welcome to worship at Bethel! We are thankful you have joined us for a time 

of worship, renewal, and encouragement. We invite you to make Bethel your 

church home if you are seeking a place to worship regularly. Please join us 

after the morning service for refreshments in the fellowship hall.  
 

Morning Worship Service – 9:30 a.m. 

Led by: Pastor Steve Bussis 

 Prelude 

 Welcome and announcements 

* Call to worship 

* God’s greeting 

* We greet each other 

* Opening songs: How Great Is Our God 

          How Great Thou Art – PsH 483 (1,3,4) 

 Confession and assurance of pardon 

 Song of response: His Mercy Is More 

  (Children’s sermon for grades 2-4 in the society room.) 

 Prayer of God’s people 

 Offering for Emily Nerem – GO Ministries, Dominican Republic 
       (Children’s church (ages 3-5) and children’s worship (grades K-1) dismissed) 

* Song of preparation: Come, Thou Fount – PsH 486 (1-3) 

 Scripture: Joshua 4 

 Message: MEMORIAL STONES 

* Song of response: We Will Extol You, God and King – LUYH 562 (1,2,4) 

* Parting words 

* Parting song: You Are Worthy – PsH 232 

 

******************** 
 

Evening Worship Service – 6:30 a.m. 

Led by: Pastor Steve Bussis 

 Prelude 

 Welcome 

* Call to worship 

* God’s greeting 

* Opening songs: Praise the Lord! Sing Hallelujah! – PsH 146 (1,2,4) 

          Beautiful Savior – PsH 461 (1,3,4) 

Belgic Confession: article 24 

 Song of response: He Will Hold Me Fast 

 Prayer 

* Song of preparation: Speak, O Lord 

 Scripture: 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

 Message: THE WAY OF SANCTIFICATION 

* Song of response: Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer – PsH 543 (1-3) 

* God’s blessing to His people 

* Closing song: By the Sea of Crystal – PsH 620 (1-3)  

(Your evening offering for Emily Nerem with GO Ministries 

can be put in the offering bags at the sanctuary doors.) 

 

Offering Schedule: 

    August 23: Emily Nerem, GO Ministries 

    August 30: Christian Education Tuition Assistance Fund 

    September 6: First Fruits for the General Fund 

    September 13: Children of the Promise 

    September 20: Bible League International & Bethel’s Radio Ministry 

    September 27: Hope Haven International 

Church Family: 

• Congratulations to Micah & Whitney (Pap) Schaap, who were united 

in marriage on Friday, August 21. May the Lord bless them as they begin 

their married life together. 

• Congratulations to Zach and Shayla Scholten who were blessed with a 

baby girl, Lainey Dionne, born Sunday, August 16. 

• As a congregation we extend our sympathy to John and Kim Gunnink 

in the passing of John's brother, Bernard Gunnink. 

• We join Jim and Harriet Talsma in giving thanks as Jim is scheduled 

to return home this Saturday. Please continue to pray for strength and 

smooth adjusting back home. 

• Pray for Cheri Groen as she was hospitalized this past week in Sioux 

Falls. Pray for wisdom for the doctors as they process test results and 

pray for the Lord’s healing mercy for Cheri. She is hoping to return 

home by Sunday. 

• The elders were blessed to hear Nyah Remme profess her faith at their 

last elders meeting, and we look forward to Nyah’s public profession of 

faith in an upcoming worship service. 

This Week’s Activities: 
TUESDAY: 

6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study ..................................................Society Room 

NEXT SUNDAY: 

8:30 am Prayer Meeting........................................................ Prayer Room 

9:30 am Morning Worship Service ................................................. Bethel 

6:30 pm Evening Worship Service .................................................. Bethel 
 

Advance dates: 
September 9: Cadet 4th Grade Orientation, 6:30 pm; 7:30 pm Counselor Meeting 

September 23: Cadet Kick-Off at Rock River Park 

October 14: First Regular Cadet Meeting 
 

Announcements: 
CHURCH 

Please note that our church carpets are scheduled for cleaning on Tuesday, 

August 25. To give the cleaning crew plenty of room to work and allow the carpets 

proper time to dry, please plan to avoid being in the building that day. Thank you for 

your understanding and cooperation as we work to keep our church looking its best! 

Please join us for a brief congregational meeting immediately following the 

morning worship service on Sunday, August 30, to vote on two action items. 

First, Council requests approval to extend a call letter to Pastor Randy Raak to 

transfer his ministerial credentials to Bethel per Church Order Article 13, following 

his and Holly’s return to Edgerton. Second, the congregation will vote on approving 

the Church Security and Access Control Proposal for installing security cameras and 

automatic door locks. Absentee ballots can be picked up from the church office 

during regular hours. 

GEMS Girls Club Registration Night: Girls entering 3rd–8th grade are invited to 

kick off the new season and discover how Jesus is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

• When: Monday, August 24, 6:30 – 8:30 PM 

• Where: Edgerton City Park, South Shelter House 

• Details: Parents can view the curriculum and complete registration, then either 

stay for the fun or return for pickup at 8:30 PM. 

• Activity: "Banana Ball: Anything But A Bat!" Girls should bring a creative item 

to hit a wiffle ball (e.g., a broomstick, frying pan, pool noodle, or umbrella). No 

actual bats allowed! 

• For questions, contact Jen Brands at 507-227-5880. 

SCHOOL 

Southwest MN Christian Schools will begin the 2026-2027 school year with its 

first day of classes on Thursday, August 27 for both the high school and elementary 

campuses.  We will begin the day with chapel at 8:30am in the elementary gym 

where everyone is welcome!  Preschool 3's will begin on Tuesday, September 8 and 

Preschool 4's will begin on Wednesday, September 9.  Listed below are other 

important dates we'd like to highlight.  Remember to check the calendar along with 

News & Announcements on our school website at www.swcschools.org for 

additional information and events as they become available. The theme at SWC this 

school year will be "Let Your Light Shine", focusing on Matthew 5:16.  SWC is 

grateful and excited for the opportunity to teach our PK-12 students to fix their eyes 

on Jesus, be guided by his Word, and this year, do so with PK – 8 all in one 

building!  We ask for your prayerful support as SWC continues to challenge students 

to be rooted in Christ, to grow in wisdom, and to bear fruit to the glory of God.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Monday, August 24: Junior High Fall Athletic Practices begin. 

Monday, August 24: Freshmen Orientation (freshmen at 5:30; parents join at 6:15) 

Tuesday, August 25: Elementary (K-8) Open House (5:45-7:45pm) 

Thursday, August 27: First Day of School (K-12) and Opening Chapel @ 8:30am. 

Friday, September 4: No School 

Monday, September 7: No School; Labor Day – Pancake Breakfast 

Wednesday, September 30: K-12 Grandparents Day; 12:00 Dismissal 

Friday, October 9: HS Fall Concert 

Saturday, August 29, Come and take the opportunity to celebrate the 25th 

Anniversary of SWC’s one and only state soccer title. Members from the team 

will be back to participate in the Alumni scrimmage and we would love it if you 

joined in on the fun by coming to cheer them on! 

4th-6th graders will participate in a small scrimmage at the end of their 

soccer camp and then the alumni will take to the pitch to challenge the high school 

team. There is a Hot Dog meal for all to enjoy after the match and following that 

there will be some tours led of the new additions to the high school campus. 

8:30-10:00       4th-6th Grade Soccer Camp (register by calling HS office) 

10:00-10:30     4th-6th Scrimmage 

11:00-12:30     Alumni Scrimmage 

12:45-1:30       Hot Dog Meal (Free Will Donation towards fixing the soccer fields) 

1:30                  School Building Project Tours 

Pancake Breakfast: Come and enjoy delicious, all you can eat, pancakes at the 

Southwest Christian ELEMENTARY School on Labor Day, September 7, from 

7:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. Also included at the breakfast is sausage, juice, milk, and 

coffee. Freewill donation. Sponsored by SWCH Circle #2 

The 9th Annual SWC Tractor Ride is just around the corner on Sept 12.  The 

route begins at the Edgerton City Park. Rolls and coffee will be available beginning 

at 8 am. Be ready to ride at 9:30. The noon meal will be served at the Leota City 

Park. Back in Edgerton, tours will be available at both campuses of SWC. With 

questions or to register, call Kendra Kuipers at 507.227.0488. 

COMMUNITY & OTHER ITEMS 

Please save the date! Luverne Christian School Society's Pork Loin Supper will 

be held on September 9th. Serving will be from 5:30-7:30. Pork Loin or Hamburgers, 

tea rolls, cucumber salad, potato salad and ice cream will all be served. Please check 

out the signup sheet in the fellowship hall for what is needed! Freewill offering will 

be taken for the Luverne Christian School Society. Thank you for your continued 

support! 

How did the world originate? Did God create all things in 6, 24 hour days, or did 
He oversee an evolutionary process that took billions of years? Does it matter what 

we believe? Come to Edgerton PRC on Friday, September 11 at 7 PM to hear Pastor 

Matt De Boer answer these questions using the Word of God. 

Serve with Helping Hand Pregnancy Center. Join us in living out Galatians 6:2 — 

“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.” We 

are looking for volunteers to support school outreach, assist with marketing/social 

http://www.swcschools.org/


media/events, and help organize our baby boutique.   If God is prompting you to 

serve, please reach out, your time can bless a family in need.  Please call 507-372-

2111 or email Emily at HHPC.ED@gmail.com for more information.  We can make 

what works for you, work for us.  Thank you for your kindness and support.   

The annual LCSS Golf Fundraiser is Saturday, Sept 12. As in years past, it is an 

18-hole, 4-person scramble, with door and pin prizes! If you would like to register a 

team of 4, please call the Luverne Country Club at 507-283-4383. If you would like 

to participate, but don’t have a full team of four, or if you have any other questions, 

please reach out to Austin Spronk at 507-227-5988 

GRIEFSHARE: A Grief Share support group for people grieving the death of a 

loved one will begin Monday, September 14, 6:30-8:00 PM at Generations in 

Luverne. Come for all 13 weekly meetings, or whenever you can make it. At 

GriefShare you’ll receive valuable guidance and tips, leading you to relief, comfort, 

and peace of mind. Topics will include how to manage grief-related emotions such as 

loneliness, anxiety, sadness, anger, and regret; how to cope with the changes in your 

life and relationships; how to recognize what’s normal in grief; and what to do if you 

feel stuck or hopeless. Marlen & Jeanne Van Otterloo will facilitate. More 

information at griefshare.org or contact American Reformed Church Luverne, 507-

283-8600. 

The journey of grief is different for everyone, and you don’t have to walk that 

journey alone. You are welcome to join the Pipestone ATLAS for Life GriefShare 

support group on Thursdays from 1:15-3:00 p.m. starting September 17 through 

November 19. Find comfort, practical coping steps, and a caring Christian 

community through video lessons and discussion to help you move through the grief 

process and gain solid support each step of the way. Please call the ATLAS office 

562-5777 to sign up for this session or for more information. 

Kids Corner Devotions: A New School Year: What Can I Offer? - Check out this 

week’s kids’ devotion, “A New School Year: What Can I Offer?” at 

www.kidscorner.net. Choose the best ways this school year to show love to God. 

Maybe it’s by helping a classmate, working hard in school, or being kind when it’s 

not easy. Maybe it’s all of these and more! Check out the new Kids Corner 

Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app 

Groundwork: Jesus is the High Priest Who Meets Our Needs - Do you ever feel 

alone, like no one can understand what you’re going through? Join Groundwork as 

we study Hebrews 4:14-7:28 to learn about the high priest Melchizedek. Together, 

we’ll see how the author of Hebrews draws a connection between Melchizedek and 

Jesus to help us better understand the extent to which Jesus truly understands, cares 

for, and meets our needs. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe to 

Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 

Thrive Faith Formation Tip: Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was curious about the 

racial climate in the United States in the 1960s. Growing up in the segregated South 

troubled and inspired him for a better vision of an America that lived out the true 

meaning of its creed that all people are created with equality and dignity. How might 

the Lord be nudging you to reach out to someone with curiosity this week? What 

simple act can you do this week to move toward love, unity, and a celebration of 

diversity? Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Information 

NURSERY: available for infants and toddlers on lower level 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH & WORSHIP (AM): ages 3-1st grade are dismissed to 

their classes downstairs during the offering 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (AM): grades 2-4 in the society room during the pastoral 

prayer 

HEARING AID DEVICES: available at the media desk 

REFRESHMENTS: after the morning service 

PRAYER ROOM: you are invited to join the prayer team before the Sunday services 

WEBSITE: www.betheledgerton.org 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday 1-5 pm & Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Secretary: 442-3063 bethelcrcedgerton@yahoo.com 

 Announcements need to be in by Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

JANITOR: Marv 507-215-7464; Kendra 507-227-0488; mkuipers0809@gmail.com  

PASTOR: Steve Bussis, cell: 616-886-4039; pastorstevebussis@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT PASTOR: Marlin, cell: 507-920-5977 mkvanschepen@hotmail.com 

WEATHER RELATED SERVICE INFORMATION: KDWC (99.3FM),  

 K101 (101.1FM), KLOH (1050AM), KNWC (96.5FM), KELOLAND TV 

ELDERS:                                                   DEACONS: 

 Doug Eisma, VP (CG #6)                         Ryan Bridgewater (CG #1) 

 Greg Hanenburg (CG #4)                         Kyle Fey, President of Deacons                           

Dennis Kroll (CG #2)                               Dylan Walhof (CG #6) 

 Mark Van Dam, President (Post High)      Mike Fenske, Sec. of Deacons (CG #5) 

 Rob Van Hill (CG #3)                              Matt Tinklenberg (CG #3) 

 Ron Vander Lugt (Extended Grief Care)    Josh Van Essen (CG #7) 

       Jeff De Boer (CG #5)                               Spencer Mesman (CG #4) 

       Todd Jasper (CG #1)                                Nathan Pfeifle (CG #2) 

       Jess Van Dyke, Clerk (CG #7) 

  

 

Our Helpers 
PREACHING Today: AM: Pastor Steve Bussis      PM: Pastor Steve Bussis 

                  Next Week: AM: Pastor Steve Bussis      PM: Pastor Steve Bussis 

ACCOMPANIST   Today: AM: Julie Bussis      PM: Julie Bussis 

                         Next Week: AM: Lisa Vander Maten      PM: Linda Vanderaa 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Today: Matt Vande Kamp Next Week: Linda Vanderaa 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  Today: Carissa Odland     Next Week: Karen Dyk 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP Today: Katie Van’t Hof & Sierra Van Dyke 

NURSERY Today: AM Infant: Rose Kroll, Allison Fenske, Malcolm Vander Pol 

Toddler: Erin Krosschell, Parker Fey, Noah Veldkamp, 

               Tayton Kooiker, Amelia Van’t Hof 

  PM: Larissa & Maggie Caspersen 

        Next Week AM Infant: Kendra Kuipers, Livia Fey, Hudson Van Dyke 

Toddler: Tiffany Meksavanh, Jayven Kooiker, Sadie Fenske, 

               Hannah De Jongh, Brooks Fey 

  PM: Vern & Mina Vander Pol 

USHERS Today: Connor Van Hill, Jesse Kooiker, Dan Hanson 

    Next Week: Jon Kroll, Justin Prins, Lloyd Prins 

HOST/HOSTESS Today:  Kendra Kuipers    Next Week: Donna Hanenburg 

SOUND SYSTEM Today: Justin/Denny         Next Week: Huck 

VIDEO CAMERA Today: Walt     Next Week: Cal 

MULTI-MEDIA    Today: Krista             Next Week: Kyle 

REFRESHMENTS Today: Melissa Kooiker, Ruth Kooiker, 

   Mary Kreun, Kyle & Lori Fey 

             Next Week: Rose Kroll, Erin Krosschell, 

   Renee Krosschell, Gene & LouAnn Kuipers 

Want to give online? Scan the QR code below to give securely from a credit 

card or bank account through Tithe.ly. Thank you for your support 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

610 Main Street ● Edgerton, MN 56128 ● 507-442-3063 

www.betheledgerton.org 

bethelcrcedgerton@yahoo.com 

 

Pastor 

Pastor Steve Bussis 

 

Assistant Pastor 

Pastor Marlin Van Schepen 

 

 

Missionaries 

Emily Nerem – Dominican Republic 

Cornerstone Prison Church - South Dakota 

Children of the Promise – Haiti 

Vasya & Maranda Heytsi – Ukraine 

B&K – West Asia 
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