
Bethel Christian Reformed Church 

August 16, 2026 
 

Welcome to worship at Bethel! We are thankful you have joined us for a time 

of worship, renewal, and encouragement. We invite you to make Bethel your 

church home if you are seeking a place to worship regularly. Please join us 

after the morning service for refreshments in the fellowship hall.  
 

Morning Worship Service – 9:30 a.m. 

Led by: Pastor Randy Raak 

 Prelude 

 Welcome and announcements 

* Call to worship 

* God’s greeting 

* We greet each other 

* Opening songs: Hear the Call of the Kingdom 

          My Heart is Filled With Thankfulness 

 Baptism of Diana Dorothy Van Essen 

 Song of response: Our Children, Lord, in Faith and Prayer – PsH 270 (1-3) 

  (Children’s sermon for grades 2-4 in the society room.) 

 Prayer of God’s people 

 Offering: ATLAS for Life - Pipestone 
       (Children’s church (ages 3-5) and children’s worship (grades K-1) dismissed) 

* Song of preparation: May the Mind of Christ, My Savior – PsH 291 (1,2,4,5) 

 Scripture: Ephesians 3:14-21 

 Message: PRAYER, POWER, AND THE THIRD WAY 

* Song of response: Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God 

* Parting words 

* Parting song: Go, My Children, With My Blessing – LUYH 946 (1,3) 

 

******************** 
 

Evening Worship Service – 6:30 a.m. 

Led by: Mr. Lelend Vanderaa 

 Prelude 

 Welcome 

* Call to worship 

* God’s greeting 

* Opening songs: Great Is the Lord Our God – PsH 48 (1,2,3,5) 

          The Glorious Gates of Righteousness – PsH 179 (1-4) 

Belgic Confession: article 27 

 Song of response: Amid the Thronging Worshipers – PsH 239 (1-3) 

 Prayer 

* Song of preparation: How Lovely Is Your Dwelling – PsH 243 (1-3) 

 Scripture: Habakkuk 2:18-20 

 Message: GOD’S TEMPLES 

* Song of response: I Love Your Church, O Lord – PsH 510 (1-3) 

* God’s blessing to His people 

* Closing song: The Glorious Gates of Righteousness – PsH 179 (5)  

(Your evening offering for ATLAS 

can be put in the offering bags at the sanctuary doors.) 
 

 

Offering Schedule: 

    August 16: ATLAS 

    August 23: Emily Nerem, GO Ministries 

    August 30: Christian Education Tuition Assistance Fund 

    September 6: First Fruits for the General Fund 

Church Family: 

• This Sunday morning, we will be privileged to witness the baptism of 

Diana Van Essen, daughter of Josh and Maddie Van Essen. 

• Jim Talsma has moved to Edgebrook for a time of therapy. Continue to 

pray for healing and strength. 

• Congratulations to Damon and Kiley Vander Maten who were blessed 

with a baby boy, Lewis Philip, on August 10! 

• Give thanks that Bob Menning was able to return home and pray for the 

Lord’s continued healing and strength for him. 

• Give thanks that Lorna Post’s hip surgery went well this past 

Wednesday and pray for the Lord’s healing for her. 

• Continue to pray for Kim Gunnink as she recovers from a broken arm at 

Good Samaritan in Pipestone. 

• Congratulations to Devin & Maren (Nerem) Dirkx, who were united in 

marriage on Saturday, August 15, in South Dakota. May the Lord bless 

them as they begin their married life together. 

• We give thanks with Whitney Pap and Micah Schaap, who will be 

united in marriage on Friday, August 21. May God bless them as they 

make their vows. 

• As announced last Sunday, we joyfully welcome Pastor Steve and Julie 

Bussis and their children—Micah, Jonathan, David, and Anna—to our 

church family. They are part of Care Group 2. 

This Week’s Activities: 
MONDAY: 

7:00 pm Elders Meeting ...................................................... Council Room 

7:00 pm Deacons Meeting .................................................. Deacons Room 

TUESDAY: 

6:00-7:00am Men’s Bible Study ..................................................Society Room 

NEXT SUNDAY: 

8:30 am Prayer Meeting........................................................ Prayer Room 

9:30 am Morning Worship Service ................................................. Bethel 

6:30 pm Evening Worship Service .................................................. Bethel 

 

Announcements: 
CHURCH 

Young Adults (including the class of 2026) are welcome at Pastor Steve and 

Julie’s home tonight after evening worship (around 7:30 or 7:45 pm).  Food will 

be provided and we will enjoy games and fellowship. We would love to see you 

there! 

Children of the Promise - Back-to-School Fundraiser: Let's help the children who 

attend school at COTP kick off the school year right!  Please grab a donation card 

from the table in the narthex and return it by Sunday, Aug 16th along with your 

monetary donation.  Checks should be made payable to Bethel but remember to put 

"COTP" on the memo line. Reach out to Heidi (507-215-0991) with any questions.  

Congregational Meeting/Vote – Sunday, August 30 

Please plan to stay for a brief congregational meeting immediately following the 

morning worship service on Sunday, August 30. We will be voting on the following 

two action items: 

1. Ministerial Credentials: Pastor Randy and Holly Raak have moved back to 

Edgerton and are attending Bethel. Because Pastor Randy continues to work 

for the CRC with Resonate, Church Order Article 13 requires a local church 

oversee his spiritual life. The Council requests congregational approval to 

extend a call letter to Pastor Randy Raak to transfer his ministerial credentials 

to Bethel. 

2. Security & Access Control: Approval of the Church Security and Access 

Control Proposal, which includes the installation of security cameras and 

automatic door locks. 

Additional detailed information regarding both voting items was in your church 

mailbox last week. Please review these materials prior to the meeting. Absentee 

ballots are available from the church office during office hours. 

Gems Registration Night 

• When: Monday, August 24, 2026.  Time: 6:30 to 8:30pm.  Where: Edgerton City 

Park South Shelter House. 

• Throughout this season, girls will discover that Jesus is the only Way, the Truth, 

and the Life. No matter what girls face, they can trust that Jesus knows the way 

forward and walks with them every step of the journey. 

• Registration is for all girls who will be going into the 3rd - 8th grade this coming 

school year!  

• We will get everyone introduced to GEMS Girls Club and registered for the 

upcoming year. Parents can come with their girls to the shelter house. You can 

look at this year’s curriculum and fill out registration papers. The girls will stay 

there for some Banana Ball and you are free to leave and return by 8:30pm to pick 

them back up. You are also welcome to stay for the night’s festivities if you 

would like!  

• BANANA BALL "ANYTHING BUT A BAT" EDITION.  Have your GEMS girl 

come ready to play some ball!  She needs to bring an item with her to hit the ball, 

but it CAN'T be a bat.  Think: Broomsticks, frying pans, pool noodles, tennis 

rackets, wrapping paper tubes, giant plastic oars, crutches, or umbrellas. Anything 

goes as long as it isn’t a bat!  (we will be hitting wiffle balls). If you have any 

questions, please reach out to Jen Brands at 507-227-5880. 

Del and Faye Hulstein would like to extend a heartfelt thank you to the 

congregation for celebrating their 65th wedding anniversary with them. Thank you to 

everyone who gave cards and shared kind words, to those who helped out in the 

kitchen during fellowship time, and to all who helped make the day so special.  

SCHOOL 

Southwest MN Christian Schools will begin the 2026-2027 school year with its 

first day of classes on Thursday, August 27 for both the high school and elementary 

campuses.  We will begin the day with chapel at 8:30am in the elementary gym 

where everyone is welcome!  Preschool 3's will begin on Tuesday, September 8 and 

Preschool 4's will begin on Wednesday, September 9.   Listed below are other 

important dates we'd like to highlight.  Remember to check the calendar along with 

News & Announcements on our school website at www.swcschools.org for 

additional information and events as they become available.  

The theme at SWC this school year will be "Let Your Light Shine", focusing on 

Matthew 5:16.  SWC is grateful and excited for the opportunity to teach our PK-12 

students to fix their eyes on Jesus, be guided by his Word, and this year, do so with 

PK – 8 all in one building!  We ask for your prayerful support as SWC continues to 

challenge students to be rooted in Christ, to grow in wisdom, and to bear fruit to the 

glory of God.  

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 

Monday, August 17: High School Fall Athletic Practices begin. 

Monday, August 24: Junior High Fall Athletic Practices begin. 

Monday, August 24: Freshmen Orientation (freshmen at 5:30 with parents  

joining at 6:15) 

Tuesday, August 25: Elementary (K-8) Open House (5:45-7:45pm) 

Thursday, August 27: First Day of School (Elementary and High School) and  

Opening Chapel @ 8:30am. 

Friday, September 4: No School 

Monday, September 7: No School; Labor Day – Pancake Breakfast 

Wednesday, September 30: K-12 Grandparents Day; 12:00 Dismissal 

Friday, October 9: HS Fall Concert 

 

http://www.swcschools.org/


The 9th Annual SWC Tractor Ride is just around the corner on Sept 12.  The 

route begins at the Edgerton City Park. Rolls and coffee will be available beginning 

at 8 am. Be ready to ride at 9:30. The noon meal will be served at the Leota City 

Park. Back in Edgerton, tours will be available at both campuses of SWC. With 

questions or to register, call Kendra Kuipers at 507.227.0488 

COMMUNITY & OTHER ITEMS 

Classic Car Cruise & Show – Wednesday, August 19: Come enjoy an evening of 

classic cars and ice cream with us! Luverne Christian Reformed Church is hosting 

a Classic Car Cruise & Show on Wednesday, August 19. The cruise will leave from 

the church at 6:30 pm and return for a car show afterward. Bring your classic car or 

just come to check out the vehicles! After the cruise, we’ll be serving free ice cream 

around 7:15 pm. We hope to see you there! 

How did the world originate? The speech on creation by Pastor DeBoer at 

Edgerton PRC that was originally scheduled for August 21 is postponed until a later 

date. We will let you know soon what that future date will be. 

Please save the date! Luverne Christian School Society's Pork Loin Supper will 

be held on September 9th. Serving will be from 5:30-7:30. Pork Loin or Hamburgers, 

tea rolls, cucumber salad, potato salad and ice cream will all be served. Please check 

out the signup sheet in the fellowship hall for what is needed! Freewill offering will 

be taken for the Luverne Christian School Society. Thank you for your continued 

support! 

The Institute for Reformed Biblical Counseling Training Course 

     Be better equipped to counsel and encourage with God's Word. The Institute for 

Reformed Biblical Counseling (IRBC) is now enrolling students for their Basic 

Training Course which begins September 2026 and ends April 2027. This class 

equips the enrollee with biblical principles for addressing the problems of life that 

Christians encounter and gives the attendee the reformed, biblical perspective on how 

to counteract these issues. This course will be taught at Cornerstone URC (Sanborn, 

Iowa) and Luverne CRC (Luverne, Minnesota).  

     The class will meet once a month in person to discuss materials that students have 

independently watched and read. Topics include Biblical and theological principles 

for counseling, methods of counseling, and instruction on various counseling topics 

(pornography, anger, marriage, depression, etc.). More information can be found on 

the IRBC website (reformedcounseling.org) about the course, locations, the cost, and 

how to enroll. Registration will end in mid-August.  

Kids Corner Devotions: Check out this week’s kids’ devotion, “A New School 

Year: God’s Power Of Love In You!” at www.kidscorner.net. School is back, and 

that means new adventures, new challenges, and lots of chances to grow! Even in 

frustrating moments, you can choose kindness, patience, and love. Remember, you’re 

never on your own, and you can make a big difference in your school every single 

day! Check out the new Kids Corner Devotions app at https://kidscorner.net/app 

Groundwork: Hear God's Voice: A Warning Against Unbelief - When we feel 

weary and under pressure, the author of Hebrews urges us to hear God’s voice and 

resist the temptation to drift away from our faith. Join Groundwork as we study 

Hebrews 3-4:13 to discover how history and community can help us hear God’s 

voice, keep us securely anchored in our faith when we’re tempted to drift, and find 

God’s promised Sabbath rest. Listen now at GroundworkOnline.com and subscribe 

to Groundwork's weekly emails for future episodes. 

Thrive Faith Formation Tip: Jesus learned from the mistakes of God’s people. He 

copied the playbook on radical curiosity from the Father. And instead of coming in 

like a superhero, Jesus entered into humanity by wrapping himself in human flesh 

and moving “into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, The Message). As you reflect on the 

humble way Jesus came into the world, think about someone you might normally 
avoid or people who are excluded in your community. How can you show the love of 

Christ to those people this week? Brought to you by Thrive: crcna.org/Thrive 

 

 

 

 

Helpful Information 

NURSERY: available for infants and toddlers on lower level 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH & WORSHIP (AM): ages 3-1st grade are dismissed to 

their classes downstairs during the offering 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE (AM): grades 2-4 in the society room during the pastoral 

prayer 

HEARING AID DEVICES: available at the media desk 

REFRESHMENTS: after the morning service 

PRAYER ROOM: you are invited to join the prayer team before the Sunday services 

WEBSITE: www.betheledgerton.org 

OFFICE HOURS:  Tuesday 1-5 pm & Thursday 9:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

 Secretary: 442-3063 bethelcrcedgerton@yahoo.com 

 Announcements need to be in by Thursday, 10:00 a.m. 

JANITOR: Marv 507-215-7464; Kendra 507-227-0488; mkuipers0809@gmail.com  

PASTOR: Steve Bussis, cell: 616-886-4039; pastorstevebussis@gmail.com 

ASSISTANT PASTOR: Marlin, cell: 507-920-5977 mkvanschepen@hotmail.com 

WEATHER RELATED SERVICE INFORMATION: KDWC (99.3FM),  

 K101 (101.1FM), KLOH (1050AM), KNWC (96.5FM), KELOLAND TV 

ELDERS:                                                   DEACONS: 

 Doug Eisma, VP (CG #6)                         Ryan Bridgewater (CG #1) 

 Greg Hanenburg (CG #4)                         Kyle Fey, President of Deacons                           

Dennis Kroll (CG #2)                               Dylan Walhof (CG #6) 

 Mark Van Dam, President (Post High)      Mike Fenske, Sec. of Deacons (CG #5) 

 Rob Van Hill (CG #3)                              Matt Tinklenberg (CG #3) 

 Ron Vander Lugt (Extended Grief Care)    Josh Van Essen (CG #7) 

       Jeff De Boer (CG #5)                               Spencer Mesman (CG #4) 

       Todd Jasper (CG #1)                                Nathan Pfeifle (CG #2) 

       Jess Van Dyke, Clerk (CG #7) 

  

 

Our Helpers 
PREACHING Today: AM: Pastor Randy Raak      PM: Leland Vanderaa 

                  Next Week: AM: Pastor Steve Bussis      PM: Pastor Steve Bussis 

ACCOMPANIST   Today: AM: Lisa Vander Maten     PM: Lisa Vander Maten 

                         Next Week: AM: Julie Bussis     PM: Julie Bussis 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Today: Luke Drooger     Next Week: Matt Vande Kamp 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH  Today: Karen Dyk     Next Week: Carissa Odland 

CHILDREN’S WORSHIP Today: Katie Van’t Hof & Sierra Van Dyke 

NURSERY Today: AM Infant: Donna Hanenburg, Leah Veldkamp, Jeremiah Hanson 

Toddler: Nicole Fey, Willem Dyk, Lincoln Van Hill, 

               Opal Spronk, Emersyn Rozeboom 

  PM: Diane Spronk, Ellie Van’t Hof 

        Next Week AM Infant: Rose Kroll, Allison Fenske, Malcolm Vander Pol 

Toddler: Erin Krosschell, Parker Fey, Noah Veldkamp, 

               Tayton Kooiker, Amelia Van’t Hof 

  PM: Larissa & Maggie Caspersen 

USHERS Today: Arly Van’t Hof, Greg Dyk, Nick Spronk 

    Next Week: Connor Van Hill, Jesse Kooiker, Dan Hanson 

HOST/HOSTESS Today:  Karen Van Schepen   Next Week: Kendra Kuipers 

SOUND SYSTEM Today: Derek/Denny        Next Week: Justin/Denny 

VIDEO CAMERA Today: Jon         Next Week: Walt 

MULTI-MEDIA    Today: Willem         Next Week: Krista 

REFRESHMENTS Today: Joyce Hanenburg, Darci Pap, 

   Sue Jasper, Trevor & Abbie Fey 

             Next Week: Melissa Kooiker, Ruth Kooiker, 

   Mary Kreun, Kyle & Lori Fey 

Want to give online? Scan the QR code below to give securely from a credit 

card or bank account through Tithe.ly. Thank you for your support 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

610 Main Street ● Edgerton, MN 56128 ● 507-442-3063 

www.betheledgerton.org 

bethelcrcedgerton@yahoo.com 

 

Pastor 

Pastor Steve Bussis 

 

Assistant Pastor 

Pastor Marlin Van Schepen 

 

 

Missionaries 

Emily Nerem – Dominican Republic 

Cornerstone Prison Church - South Dakota 

Children of the Promise – Haiti 

Vasya & Maranda Heytsi – Ukraine 

B&K – West Asia 
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and Weekly News 
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Evening Worship - 6:30 p.m. 
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